
• October 15 -19th • 

Mule Deer Capture 

with TPWD; TAMUK; 

and BRI-SRSU 

• October 19th • 

Alumni 

Homecoming     

Game Dinner 

• October 26-28th • 

Whitetail Deer 

Capture with TAMUK 

and East Foundation 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

     

Recovering America’s Wildlife Act: Funding for the Future 
“A bold vision,” “a critically important solution,” “a game changer.” 

 

 

We are always looking 

for donations to support 

the Student Chapter. 

Specifically, to help us 

travel to the Texas 

Chapter of the Wildlife 

Society Meeting and 

items/donations for our 

Annual Game Dinner. If 

you are interested in 

attending or donating 

items for our raffle, 

please let us know! 

 

l 

“These are just a few of the phrases used to describe 

H.R. 4647: Recovering America’s Wildlife Act, or 

RAWA. Thanks to the dedicated work of many 

individuals and organizations, it is no surprise that “the 

greatest opportunity since 1937 to advance natural 

resource conservation in the U.S.”1 is currently 

moving through the legislature. As of September 19, 

H.R. 4647 (RAWA) has 93 co-sponsors nationally, 

including seven from Texas: Reps. Michael Burgess, 

Henry Cueller, Kay Granger, Gene Green, Beto 

O’Rourke, Pete Sessions, and Filemon Vela. RAWA is 

a bipartisan bill in the U.S. Congress that would bring 

roughly $64 million to Texas, and $1.3 billion 

nationwide, for wildlife conservation every year, 

without raising or creating new taxes. 

Why is this bill important? 

State Fish and Wildlife agencies develop Conservation 

Action Plans that identify Species of Greatest 

Conservation Need (SGCN) and make 

recommendations on how to protect, conserve, and 

restore those wildlife populations in a world with an 
increasing number of challenges. Currently, states do 

not receive enough funding to properly implement 

these plans (only about five percent of what is 

needed). Texas alone is home to over 1,300 SGCN, 

such as the pronghorn antelope and the Texas horned 

lizard. The majority of these species are declining or  
 

waterfowl, mourning dove, wild pig, and a few 

surprises! All of our food for this event is donated by our 

society members, faculty, and friends. If you have any 

meat that you are willing to donate or side dishes to 

prepare, please let us know by emailing 

Madelyn.hill@ttu.edu, those who donate or prepare 

food will gain free entrance! This is a social event, so 

please bring your friends and family! Entrance fees are 

$10 per person with discounts available to those who 

RSVP. To RSVP, please email Madelyn.hill@ttu.edu! 

 

rare. They are in serious need of attention in order to 

prevent their listing under the Endangered Species Act. 

More funds are needed to conserve and recover these 

species than are currently supplied from taxes on 

hunters and anglers through the Dingell-Johnson and 

Pittman-Robertson Acts. 

What would this bill do? 

H.R. 4647 would guarantee dedicated funding annually 

to habitat management and restoration, conservation 

easements, research, and education and would be 

available to universities, municipalities, NGOs, private 

landowners as well as state and federal agencies to 

conserve and recover SGCN populations. This 

“preventative maintenance,” approach to the 

conservation of species under RAWA is one of the 

reasons it has the support of conservation organizations 

as well as representatives from industry such as Shell 

Americas and Toyota. By implementing proactive 

science-based management and restoration to prevent 

the decline of species, RAWA would both help to 

conserve species as well as promote regulatory 

certainty. Funding for RAWA would come from existing 

royalties from energy and mineral production on federal 

lands and waters. Currently these royalties produce 

around $13 billion annually, making the $1.3 billion ask 

by RAWA only 10% of the available funds. Furthermore, 

the 10% would come from funds not currently  

Our 4th Annual Wild Game Dinner is Friday, October 

19th at the American Wind Power Museum (1701 

Canyon Lake Dr. Lubbock, TX 79403) at 6:30pm. For 

those of you that haven’t attended this event before, this 

is The Wildlife Society’s largest fundraising event. The 

money gathered from this event will help take our 

members to the Texas Chapter of The Wildlife Society 

meeting in February of 2019. We will have a silent 

auction, raffle baskets, and lots of food! Our main 

courses will be made with venison, sandhill crane,  
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designated to other programs. While the Land and 

Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) also receives 

funding from these royalties, the asks are non-

competing. Together the two would only be 15% of 

the available funds. Good for wildlife, good for the 

economy, and good for the public. 

So why hasn’t it passed already? 

The obstacle for bills like RAWA, which does not have 

any organized opposition, is traction. Bills get stalled 

along the way, and support tends to dwindle during 

re-election periods. The bill must continue to cross 

legislator’s radar without getting interrupted by more 

controversial bills or dropped by Committees. Despite 

this, RAWA has been making steps forward every 

year, and support for the bill has continued to build. 

In 2017, the Texas Chapter of the Wildlife Society 

(TCTWS) issued a resolution supporting RAWA’s 

approach to conservation funding and has since 

created a letter of support for H.R. 4647. By doing so, 

TCTWS joined many other organizations in Texas 

supporting this bill. While traction is gaining for this 

crucially important bill, help is still needed 
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“Recovering America’s Wildlife Act: Funding for the Future” continued 

 

to bring RAWA to the attention of legislators and 

other members of the natural resources and 

wildlife communities. 

How you can help! 

To learn more about H.R. 4647: Recovering 

Americas Wildlife Act and to see what you can do 

to support it, please visit the Texas Alliance for 

America’s Fish and Wildlife Action Toolkit page 

here: http://www.txwildlifealliance.org/get-

involved/toolkit.html. “ 
1 Quote by Richard Heilbrun Conservation Outreach Program Lead at the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department 

 

Why did you choose Wildlife Biology at TTU? I initially 

entered Texas Tech majoring in Biology with a 

concentration in Ecology…Once I found out about NRM 

through TTUTWS I fell in love with all of the opportunities it 

provided; between getting to go on prairie chicken 

captures, mule deer captures, and working with 

TPWD/USFWS I felt like NRM offered a much more 

wholesome and hands on approach to  

wildlife management…While I didn’t initially  

plan on going into NRM, I’m glad that by  

attending TTU I was able to find this great  

department and all the opportunities  

I’ve been given. 

 

What have you gotten involved in? 

Originally, I undertook a research project  

under Dr. Clint Boal that attempted to look  

at nest success rate of dove nests that  

were nearby Mississippi Kite nests. Then, I  

undertook another research project under Dr. Boal in 

collaboration with the Undergraduate Research Scholars 

program in the Honors College that looked at the 

microclimate of trees on the TTU campus where blackbirds 

(grackles, starlings, cowbirds, etc.) roost. I found that the 

main areas where the grackles roost were statistically 

significantly warmer than areas where grackles typically 

weren’t found. I presented a poster for this at the 

Undergraduate Research Conference at TTU last Spring. 

 

Favorite Experiences at TTU: I think my favorite 

experience so far was Matagorda Island, working with 

Jena Moon and getting to experience a somewhat 

unknown and mostly inaccessible island was a very cool 

experience! Favorite thing about the department is the 

professors, getting to know them and hearing all of their 

stories is always fun. I also like how knowledgeable all of 

them are, every single class I’ve taken the professor has          

                        known what they’re teaching through and  

                        through; and I think that’s one of the most  

                        valuable assets this department has. 

      

        Future Plans: Once I graduate I might go  

        into a masters degree, hopefully with  

        something to do with either ornithology  or  

        herpetology. Personally, I love herps and  

        hope I can find work in that field.                      

 

 

Advice to Freshman: Get to know your professors! They 

are your most valuable asset both for classes and for 

extracurricular activities. They can provide you with 

networking opportunities, hands on research experiences, 

or just let you soak up knowledge by being around them! 

 

Favorite Animal/Plant: Salt Water Crocodile and Dotted 

Gayfeather. 

 

 

Jonathon Bentley│Secretary 2017-2018 

Senior: Wildlife Biology│Hometown: Nambour, Queensland Australia 

Undergraduate Member Spotlight 
 

 

If you would like more information, please contact: 

Kyle Brunson M.S. Wildlife Biologist Gus A. Engeling 

Wildlife Management Area Office: 903.928.2251 

kyle.brunson@tpwd.texas.gov 

2 October 15-19th: Mule 

Deer Capture with 

TPWD, TAMUK, and 

BRI-SRSU 
We will be assisting with 

the 4th year of mule deer 

capture efforts.  

Specifically, we will be 

helping recapture and 

process satellite  

collared mule deer as part 

of a multi-university 

collaboration examining 

mule deer use of 

agricultural lands and 

native rangelands 

throughout the Texas 

Panhandle.  This effort is 

led by researchers and 

students from the Caesar 

Kleberg Wildlife Research 

Institute at Texas A&M 

University-Kingsville, the 

Borderlands Research 

Institute at Sul Ross State 

University, and Texas 

Parks and Wildlife 

Department.  This has 

been a phenomenal 

opportunity for Texas 

Tech students to get in 

the field; get experience, 

and meet and work with 

professionals and 

students from throughout 

Texas. 

 

October 26-28th: 

Whitetail Deer Capture 

with TAMUK and East 

Foundation 
We will be assisting with a 

2-day white-tailed deer 

capture effort as part of a 

research project led by 

researchers from the East 

Foundation and Caesar 

Kleberg Wildlife Research 

Institute at Texas A&M 

University-Kingsville.  This 

is another hands-on field 

experience that students 

and researchers from 

south Texas have 

facilitated for Texas Tech 

students.   

Written by and pictured left  

to right - Forrest Cobb,  

Olivia Schmidt, Karrie  

Kolesar, and Kyle Brunson. 
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